
Louis Huard: The Punishment of Loki

The gods punished Loki because of his 
role in the death of Óðinn´s son Baldr.

By 1554, the Viking gods had almost

completely faded from the cultural memory of

Scandinavia and Europe. In the 17th century,  

antiquarian scholars in Scandinavia became

aware that knowledge of the Old Norse

mythology was extant in 13th-century Icelandic

manuscripts known as The Prose Edda and The

Poetic Edda. 

The 19th century popular retellings of Old

Norse mythology began with The Heroes of

Asgard and the Giants of Jötunheim, Or, The

Week and Its Story by Annie and Eliza Keary.

The Heroes of Asgard was published in three

editions: 1857, 1870 and 1930, each with a new

illustrator. Witness how the images evolved as

the illustrators – Charles Doyle, Louis Huard,

and Charles E. Brock – adapted the myths,

reflecting their era’s cultural influences and

artistic styles. The books were immensely

popular, and many other illustrated retellings

soon followed.

This is the story of the downward journey of

the Viking gods from deities in Valhalla—to

heroes in storybooks for Victorian children—to

moral figures for the use of homeschoolers

both in the past and the present.

Do you know what became of the Viking
gods after Scandinavia and Iceland

converted to Christianity?

Loki
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VANQUISHED
VIKING GODS

 

LOST, FOUND, AND
ASSIMILATED
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The Fate of the Viking Gods
The Deluding of Gylfi Illustration
The Illustrators as Óðinn
Queen Victoria’s Viking Heritage
The Persistence of Victorian Era Pedagogy

Charles Doyle - 1857 & 1860 editions
1. Hermóðr's Return with the Dwarves

2. The Giant Skrýmir and Þórr 

3. Freyja at the Entrance of the Iron Wood

4. Iðunn and the Ellewomen

5. Skirnir Among the Dwarves

Louis Huard - 1870 edition
6. Skaði Choosing Her Husband

7. The Giant Suttungr and the Dwarves

8. The Giant Skrýmir and Þórr

9. Freyja and the Dwarves

10. Íðunn and the Magic Apples

11. Týr Feeding Fenrir

12. The Punishment of Loki

Charles E. Brock - 1930 edition*
13. The Punishment of Loki

14. Freyja and the Dwarves 

15. Freyja at the Entrance of the Iron 

     Wood 

16. Hermóðr's Return with the Dwarves

17. The Giant Suttungr and the Dwarves

18. EXHIBITION POSTER IMAGE: Óðinn

     “Cease, strange Vanir.........cease your 

       rough play”

See MyNDIR (myndir.uvic.ca/links.html)
for e-book editions of The Heroes of
Asgard and other retellings of Norse
mythology, 

E-books

 * 1 out of Brock’s 85 illustrations and 5
out of his 16 colour plates are in the
exhibition. See: myndir.uvic.ca for all of
Brock’s Heroes of Asgard illustrations
and colour plates.

Brock images

1.  Doyle 2.  Doyle 3.  Doyle 4.  Doyle 5.  Doyle

6.  Huard 7.  Huard 8. Huard 9. Huard 10. Huard

11. Huard 12. Huard 13. Brock 14. Brock 15. Brock

16. Brock 17. Brock“Would you know more?” 18. Brock

Three Illustrated Editions                                      The Heroes of Asgard by A. and E. Keary 

*
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Louis Huard: Týr Feeding Fenrir

Týr was the only god brave enough
to feed Fenrir. 
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Týr 

By 1554, the Viking gods had almost

completely faded from the cultural memory of

Scandinavia and Europe. In the 17th century,

antiquarian scholars in Scandinavia became

aware that knowledge of the Old Norse

mythology was extant in 13th-century Icelandic

manuscripts known as The Prose Edda and The

Poetic Edda. 

The 19th century popular retellings of Old

Norse mythology began with The Heroes of

Asgard and the Giants of Jötunheim, Or, The

Week and Its Story by Annie and Eliza Keary.

The Heroes of Asgard was published in three

editions: 1857, 1870 and 1930, each with a new

illustrator. Witness how the images evolved as

the illustrators – Charles Doyle, Louis Huard,

and Charles E. Brock – adapted the myths,

reflecting their era’s cultural influences and

artistic styles. The books were immensely

popular, and many other illustrated retellings

soon followed.

This is the story of the downward journey of

the Viking gods from deities in Valhalla—to

heroes in storybooks for Victorian children—to

moral figures for the use of homeschoolers

both in the past and the present.



The Fate of the Viking Gods
The Deluding of Gylfi Illustration
The Illustrators as Óðinn
Queen Victoria’s Viking Heritage
The Persistence of Victorian Era Pedagogy

Charles Doyle - 1857 & 1860 editions
1. Hermóðr's Return with the Dwarves

2. The Giant Skrýmir and Þórr 

3. Freyja at the Entrance of the Iron Wood

4. Iðunn and the Ellewomen

5. Skirnir Among the Dwarves

Louis Huard - 1870 edition
6. Skaði Choosing Her Husband

7. The Giant Suttungr and the Dwarves

8. The Giant Skrýmir and Þórr

9. Freyja and the Dwarves

10. Íðunn and the Magic Apples

11. Týr Feeding Fenrir

12. The Punishment of Loki

Charles E. Brock - 1930 edition*
13. The Punishment of Loki

14. Freyja and the Dwarves 

15. Freyja at the Entrance of the Iron 

     Wood 

16. Hermóðr's Return with the Dwarves

17. The Giant Suttungr and the Dwarves

18. EXHIBITION POSTER IMAGE: Óðinn

     “Cease, strange Vanir.........cease your 

       rough play”

See MyNDIR (myndir.uvic.ca/links.html)
for e-book editions of The Heroes of
Asgard and other retellings of Norse
mythology, 

E-books

 * 1 out of Brock’s 85 illustrations and 5
out of his 16 colour plates are in the
exhibition. See: myndir.uvic.ca for all of
Brock’s Heroes of Asgard illustrations
and colour plates.

Brock images

1.  Doyle 2.  Doyle 3.  Doyle 4.  Doyle 5.  Doyle

6.  Huard 7.  Huard 8. Huard 9. Huard 10. Huard

11. Huard 12. Huard 13. Brock 14. Brock 15. Brock

16. Brock 17. Brock“Would you know more?” 18. Brock

Three Illustrated Editions                                      The Heroes of Asgard by A. and E. Keary 

*
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Louis Huard: Skaði Choosing Her Husband

Skaði was permitted to choose her 
husband but could only see their feet.
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Skaði

By 1554, the Viking gods had almost

completely faded from the cultural memory of

Scandinavia and Europe. In the 17th century,

antiquarian scholars in Scandinavia became

aware that knowledge of the Old Norse

mythology was extant in 13th-century Icelandic

manuscripts known as The Prose Edda and The

Poetic Edda. 

The 19th century popular retellings of Old

Norse mythology began with The Heroes of

Asgard and the Giants of Jötunheim, Or, The

Week and Its Story by Annie and Eliza Keary.

The Heroes of Asgard was published in three

editions: 1857, 1870 and 1930, each with a new

illustrator. Witness how the images evolved as

the illustrators – Charles Doyle, Louis Huard,

and Charles E. Brock – adapted the myths,

reflecting their era’s cultural influences and

artistic styles. The books were immensely

popular, and many other illustrated retellings

soon followed.

This is the story of the downward journey of

the Viking gods from deities in Valhalla—to

heroes in storybooks for Victorian children—to

moral figures for the use of homeschoolers

both in the past and the present.
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The Illustrators as Óðinn
Queen Victoria’s Viking Heritage
The Persistence of Victorian Era Pedagogy

Charles Doyle - 1857 & 1860 editions
1. Hermóðr's Return with the Dwarves

2. The Giant Skrýmir and Þórr 

3. Freyja at the Entrance of the Iron Wood

4. Iðunn and the Ellewomen

5. Skirnir Among the Dwarves

Louis Huard - 1870 edition
6. Skaði Choosing Her Husband

7. The Giant Suttungr and the Dwarves

8. The Giant Skrýmir and Þórr

9. Freyja and the Dwarves

10. Íðunn and the Magic Apples

11. Týr Feeding Fenrir

12. The Punishment of Loki

Charles E. Brock - 1930 edition*
13. The Punishment of Loki

14. Freyja and the Dwarves 

15. Freyja at the Entrance of the Iron 

     Wood 

16. Hermóðr's Return with the Dwarves

17. The Giant Suttungr and the Dwarves

18. EXHIBITION POSTER IMAGE: Óðinn

     “Cease, strange Vanir.........cease your 

       rough play”

See MyNDIR (myndir.uvic.ca/links.html)
for e-book editions of The Heroes of
Asgard and other retellings of Norse
mythology, 

E-books

 * 1 out of Brock’s 85 illustrations and 5
out of his 16 colour plates are in the
exhibition. See: myndir.uvic.ca for all of
Brock’s Heroes of Asgard illustrations
and colour plates.

Brock images

1.  Doyle 2.  Doyle 3.  Doyle 4.  Doyle 5.  Doyle

6.  Huard 7.  Huard 8. Huard 9. Huard 10. Huard

11. Huard 12. Huard 13. Brock 14. Brock 15. Brock

16. Brock 17. Brock“Would you know more?” 18. Brock

Three Illustrated Editions                                      The Heroes of Asgard by A. and E. Keary 

*
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Iðunn´s apples made the gods immortal 
but only if eaten on a regular basis.   

Iðunn 

By 1554, the Viking gods had almost

completely faded from the cultural memory of

Scandinavia and Europe. In the 17th century,

antiquarian scholars in Scandinavia became

aware that knowledge of the Old Norse

mythology was extant in 13th-century Icelandic

manuscripts known as The Prose Edda and The

Poetic Edda. 

The 19th century popular retellings of Old

Norse mythology began with The Heroes of

Asgard and the Giants of Jötunheim, Or, The

Week and Its Story by Annie and Eliza Keary.

The Heroes of Asgard was published in three

editions: 1857, 1870 and 1930, each with a new

illustrator. Witness how the images evolved as

the illustrators – Charles Doyle, Louis Huard,

and Charles E. Brock – adapted the myths,

reflecting their era’s cultural influences and

artistic styles. The books were immensely

popular, and many other illustrated retellings

soon followed.

This is the story of the downward journey of

the Viking gods from deities in Valhalla—to

heroes in storybooks for Victorian children—to

moral figures for the use of homeschoolers

both in the past and the present.
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The Deluding of Gylfi Illustration
The Illustrators as Óðinn
Queen Victoria’s Viking Heritage
The Persistence of Victorian Era Pedagogy

Charles Doyle - 1857 & 1860 editions
1. Hermóðr's Return with the Dwarves

2. The Giant Skrýmir and Þórr 

3. Freyja at the Entrance of the Iron Wood

4. Iðunn and the Ellewomen

5. Skirnir Among the Dwarves

Louis Huard - 1870 edition
6. Skaði Choosing Her Husband

7. The Giant Suttungr and the Dwarves

8. The Giant Skrýmir and Þórr

9. Freyja and the Dwarves

10. Íðunn and the Magic Apples

11. Týr Feeding Fenrir

12. The Punishment of Loki

Charles E. Brock - 1930 edition*
13. The Punishment of Loki

14. Freyja and the Dwarves 

15. Freyja at the Entrance of the Iron 

     Wood 

16. Hermóðr's Return with the Dwarves

17. The Giant Suttungr and the Dwarves

18. EXHIBITION POSTER IMAGE: Óðinn

     “Cease, strange Vanir.........cease your 

       rough play”

See MyNDIR (myndir.uvic.ca/links.html)
for e-book editions of The Heroes of
Asgard and other retellings of Norse
mythology, 

E-books

 * 1 out of Brock’s 85 illustrations and 5
out of his 16 colour plates are in the
exhibition. See: myndir.uvic.ca for all of
Brock’s Heroes of Asgard illustrations
and colour plates.

Brock images

1.  Doyle 2.  Doyle 3.  Doyle 4.  Doyle 5.  Doyle

6.  Huard 7.  Huard 8. Huard 9. Huard 10. Huard

11. Huard 12. Huard 13. Brock 14. Brock 15. Brock

16. Brock 17. Brock“Would you know more?” 18. Brock

Three Illustrated Editions                                      The Heroes of Asgard by A. and E. Keary 

*


